Of Sun Disks, World Portals and Medicine Wheeld
Floater Structures in the Ancient North American
Art

By Floco Tausin

Eye floaterd vitreous opacities or consciousness light?
A glimpse into the adnd mythf former anchon
Western cultures suggeshkat floaters had a spiritual
meaning for manpeople.This articlepresents floater
motifsand their meaningn North American Indian

cultures.

This article is basednthe experience that certain type
of eye floaterg thefishining structurdloatersoi are
more tharfivitreous opacies0 asophthalmologyclaims.
Thisinsightcame to méy myteacher, theeerNestor
(Tausin2012a, 201G, 2009). In my furtherresearch, |
found numeroudications thafloatersi along with
otherentopticohenomena wereperceived artistically
reproduceadnd passed dowbny the peopleof many
cultures ancient and modei(e.g. Tausin2012b, 2012c).
They were pobably seemuring consciousness altering
ritual practicesandhave beemythicaly or spiritually
interpreed (Tausin2012d, 2010b). This articlesupports
this assumptiorby presentingloater structuregh some
of thenativeculturesof North AmericaExamples
includeall of the majorculturalregions the Arctic and
Subarctic (Inuit, Yupik), the Northwest Coat (Tlingit),
California(Chumash)the GreaBasin Shoshone)the
Puebloculturesof the Southwesthe Algonquian and
Siouxtribesof the East andhe GreaPlains as well as
theMoundBuilders of the Southeast



Cultural areas of North America, accordingAdired

Kroeber.Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nordamerikanische Kultur

areale_en.png5.3.13)

These areas were inhabited by Pdlstian hunter
gatherers who had immigrated from Asia in prehistoric
times.Various cultues developed from these Paleo
Indians n the Archaicperiod(c. 10.000-1000BC). Some
of thesegradually moved on tagricultural and
sedentary lifestylesorming complexsocietiesOthers
remainechomadic huntegathererr practicedhybrid
lifestyles Thewomen and men of tke culturesrafted
tools, weapongewelry andextilesfrom stoneand from
products of animals and plan&omeproducecdceramics
practiced rock painting or carvirajd constructed
complexsites andearthworks|In the subsequemtost
Archaicperiod(c. 1000 BCuntil contact with
Europeans15001800AD), the Native American
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culturesdeveloped furtheibut never reachethe
complexityof the earlycivilizationsin India, China and
Europe ¢€f. Zeitlin 2008;Lynch 2010).

Rock Art

For thousandsf years, Native Americans painted
engravedn rocksmainly incaves, bualsoon rock
walls and bouldersutdoors.Thedesignsarefigurativei
humans or humalike beingsanimalsweaponsetc.i
or abstracand geometricAbstractrock artoften
consists okimpledots,dotted orconcentriccircles
lines, curvesand pit and groove ling¥on Petzinger
2011;Ravilious2010)

Cave art of the Chumash people1600years old Painted

Cavenear Santa BarbaraCalifornia. Source:
http://nativeamericanantiquity.blogspot.ch/2013/02/how

chumashkurnedwaywardsunaround.htmi(5.10.14). Cf.
Wellmann 1978.
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Rock art of the Shoshone from thesoRange, easta

California, up t016.000years old Theanthropomorpkc
figures withline and circle bodieand headsre
characteristic Source:
http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/coso/gallery.php

(28.2.13) Cf. Garfinkelet al. 2009 Hildebrandt/McGuire
2008; Maturango MusumN/A.

Rock art of the Anasazi, amcientPueblo peoplén the
Southwedrn USA. Found aRidgenear St George, Utah.
Source
http://www.petroglyphs.us/azr04_anthropomorph_petroglyph.
jpg (28.10.14) Cf. Lynch 2010; Reed 2008.
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Birdoéos eye vi ewengravedgntodlahet r i ¢
limestone bedrockewis CanyonPecos Rigrin Texas.

Dating not clear, betwee®000BC and DO0AD. Source
http://www.gigapan.com/gigapans/13653®.10.14) Cf.

Turpin 2005.

Socalledfishield motifé at Castle Gardens, Wyoming

Probablycarved by ancestors of tiNavajoand Apache
between @00and 1250AD. Source
http://www.wyomingheritage.org/castleGardens.html
(6.11.14).Cf. Rogers 2003; Bouchdert 1999;Keyser 197,
1975; Gebhard 1966.
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Dotted circle Rock art atMillstone Bluff,lllinois. Late
Mississippan culture(c. 13061550AD). Source
http://esrara.org/wpcontent/gallery/illinois/baycreek 1.jpg

(27.10.14) Cf. Simeket al. 2013 Woollaston 2013.

What do theseircles andinesin Native American rock
artsignify? According toseveratheories they served
eithermundaneor spiritualpurposesTheycouldbe a
partof mythical storiesor memorablesvents such as
travels full ofprivationor successfuinilitary campaigns
Or they could be clan symbols and warning signs that
mark boundags andmaketerritorial claims(Maturango
Museumn / & Colton, 1960).They couldalsorefer to
huntingmagic ritualswhichwere thought tanagically
increase théuntingsuccessnd ensure the game
animal®returnfrom the underworldcf. Garfinkel

2006) Perhaps they were part sdmegrouprituals or
rites of passage.g. to restore theelestial power
balanceand thusensure cosmistability, or torenewthe
world (Woollaston2013;Hadinghanml984
HudsonlUnderhayl978. Anotherexplanation
supportedy todays Native Americansis that the dotted
and concentric circleagpresentelestial bodiesthe sun,
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the moon or particular stafsf. Colton1960. Finally,
thedots and lines are seen as examples of geometric
motifs thatrepresenentoptic phenonreg, which
supposediyhad beerseenby theNativesduring
shamanicitualswhile under the influencef
hallucinogensin this sense, the concentric circles of the
Chumash or Shoshone colldan allusion to the
shamanidlight (DowsoriLewis-Williams 1988;cf.
Garfinkel/Austin2011;Garfinkel2006; Whitley 2005
1994;Winkelman2004;Furst2004;Ratsch1998;Roach
1998;Whitley 1994; Thurston 1991;Wellman 1978;
Gerberl975)

Crafts

The dbtted circles and liremotifs are not limited taock
art,butare seen opieces ofartmade from a variety of
materials likestone, bone, ivorywood,leather, shells,

clayandmetal

fiMagicd signs on bone ornaments for hunting hatsrton

Soundregion,Alaska.Dotted and concentric aitesas an
artistic motifstill existin presentday EskimeAleut groups
(Inuit, Yupik) Source Hoffman 1897Cf. Fitzhugh 2008
FienupRiordan 2000



Traditional pattern on avoven spruce root hamade byhe
Tlingits, NorthwestCoast A defining featre of Tingit, Haida
and otherNorthwestCoast Indianart are theso-called
flovoids,0 used as eyes, joints or abstragiace fillers
Source:Holm 1965

Birds or abstract circle and line designg?reconstructed
stone tabletdund ina moundin Kentucky Adena culture,
Middle Woodland perioc. 200BC to400AD). Source:
http://heritage.ky.gov/kas/kyarchynew/Wright+Mounds.htm
(21.11.14)
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Jug from thesouthwesternasazi/Mogollorculture (Cibola
White Wae, 13h or 14th century AD. Source
http://www.rarepottery.info/AnasaziMogollonVirtualMuseum.
htm(21.11.14)

In Native American crafts, we finghkeres, circles and
lines ortubes not only agnotifs fordecoration, but they
werecreativelyimplemented irpottery,carving, and
architectureas well Pottery vessels, for example, were
decoratean theinner surfacebut often thebottomwas
left blank. Seen from above, they appeas@seres with

a core and a surround.
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BirdGs eye view on Pueblo clapwls Source
http://thehelpfulartteacher.blogspot.ch/2010/12/snowflakesma
ndaladesignsand.htmi(21.11.14)

Another example are theedorated diskérom stone or
shells thahave beeround across North Americ8Vhat
they werantendedfor is unknown(cf. Kipfer 2007,
Morse/Morse 1983).
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Mundane @yging stick weight or ritual/ceremonial artifaZt
Socalled Aidonut stoné of granite, Yokut cultureFound near
Buttonwillow, Kern CountyCalifornia. Source
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/101331060340442686/
(1.10.14).Cf. Bostrom 2011; Walsh 200&oerperet al

2007
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Stone diskgrort Ancient/Mississppian culture (c. 10061750
AD). Some wererpbably used for the preparation of food or
medicine. The perforated stone disks could have beerassed
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balls for the ball gam€&€hunkey Source
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/4d/
Stone_discoidals_ SOMACC_HRoe 2010.jpg/735px
Stone_discoidals_ SOMACC_HRoe 2010(jipy3.13) Cf.
Pauketat 2008Morse/Morsel 983 Morgan 1980;Link 1980
Griffin 1964

Native American cultureare also known fotheir use of
beads, made frostone bone, horn, metals, botainly
shells.Beads argerforated andnostly shaped as disks,
spheres and tubesther forms are lessdquently.
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Beads of the Chumastouthern California. Source
http://wwwsciencedaily.com/releases/2011/05/110509091603
.htm(21.11.14)Cf. Beuchat 1912.

For thousands of years, beadwsm North America are
not just jewelry, buarealsoused as popular
commodity, a form of currencgnd aslocuments of
diplomacy For Natve Americans, the single beads also
have a spiritual meaningnsofar as thegrea reminder

of and key to the world of the spiritSor example,
presemtday Algonquia-speaking Natives explain that

the knowledge of the Wampuiinthe traditional white


https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/4d/Stone_discoidals_SOMACC_HRoe_2010.jpg/735px-Stone_discoidals_SOMACC_HRoe_2010.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/4d/Stone_discoidals_SOMACC_HRoe_2010.jpg/735px-Stone_discoidals_SOMACC_HRoe_2010.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/4d/Stone_discoidals_SOMACC_HRoe_2010.jpg/735px-Stone_discoidals_SOMACC_HRoe_2010.jpg
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/05/110509091603.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/05/110509091603.htm

and rple shell beaglof the EasteriWoodland tribe$
was given to them by beings of light from the sky. The
beads represedtittle lights, little spirits, and little
prayerso This isexemplified by the bea@svhite color,

as well as thie ability to light up and glow in the dark
due to theshell®phosphorus conteniin addition, the
beads are associated with the starsaihdr celestial
bodies(Aubin 1996; NeitBinion 2013)
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Wampunby Elizabeth James Perieastern BandCherokee).
Source

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8e/Wamp

um_ej_perry.jp (18.11.14)

Architecture and earthworks

The Pueblo cultures of the Southwestlkarewn for their
architectural achievement®ne examplés ther houses
whichwere dug into the grourehd roofed ovewith

layers of wood and mudostly circular in shpe, these
pit-housesould be entered through a tunnel on the side,
but more commonlyhrough a hole in the rodgincethe

9th centurythe Pueblos also used speciallmtises as
ceremonial rooms, scalled Kivas. According to

creation mythskivas refect the round skygut also have

ahole in the ground, the portal to tbederworld
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(sipapu), through which the ancestarsl spirits
(kachinasemeged to enteourworld (Taylor 2012).
Today, the kivas still serve asneeting place for men

and as plac#or ritual purposes.

Kiva with ventilator, deflector, firepit, Spapuand bench.

Source Wormington 1961

In thenortheastern Plainaumeroustircles of boulders

and stones laid down on the groural’e been

discovered. Such stone circlesin thegrasslands, but

also on the ground of river bedsser terraces andnthe
fringe of the highlandTheyappear individually, or in
groups of several dozsor even hundreds. Most are
simple rings of a few meters in diameter, sometimes with

a central cairn



